
  

READ: Isaiah 58:6-12  
SAY: Have you ever considered how rich you are? Sounds strange, since 
many of us are used to telling each other how tight things are. Did you 
know, a family that makes $20,000 per year (which isn’t much in America) 
is richer than most of the world and is actually in the richest 4% of the 
world’s population? (Check out globalrichlist.com for more comparisons.)  

Here are some examples of what money can do around the world:  

• $8 could buy 15 organic apples (or) 25 fruit trees for farmers in 
Honduras to sell fruit at their local market.  

• $30 could buy a video game (or) a medical kit for a village in Haiti.  

• $70 could buy a new mobile device (or) a new mobile health clinic to care for AIDS orphans in 
Uganda.  

We often think we’d be happier if we just had that one thing we’re missing, so when Christmas rolls 
around every December, we’re ready with our wish lists to get the bigger, the better, or the best. But 
Christ showed up for a different purpose and to tell us a better story. His story has the possibility of 
changing what we care about, what we hope for, and what we imagine. Our King tells it lots of ways, 
but here’s the simplicity of what He says:  

• This life is very broken, and we all need saving – He is the savior.  

• What many people hope in to rescue them isn’t truly strong enough.  

• Enjoying God matters most, because it brings a real hope in the long run.  

• We’re here only a little while, so do the things that matter most in His Kingdom.  

• How we really love God is expressed in caring for others, particularly those who are poor.  

	

	



 

So the world values stuff - what we can get, what we can wear, and what we can eat. But Jesus tells 
us not to worry about all of this, but instead to consider how to honor others, show kindness to 
others, and steward the things he gives for the sake of others. If you’ve expected or hoped people 
would spend tons on presents for you in the past, or found yourself spending lots of money yourself 
in order to get the “better things”, consider stewarding your resources in a way that cares for 
others (which might even be protecting your own family from the pain of debt!) Consider “spending 
less” as a family this Advent season!  

ASK:  

• What did the Bible verses describe? Read it again!  

• What part of this devotional did you like? 

• What parts are hard to understand?  

• What did it help you to remember or notice about Jesus? 

• What does all of this help you imagine for the people of God? 

PRACTICE:  

• Spend Wisely – Take steps to set a budget. You don’t have to feel guilty about spending money if 
you’ve planned it out responsibly.  

• Spend Purposefully – Choose to balance the wants and needs of your family this Advent season 
with the needs of the world around you. Maybe you will buy fewer, but more meaningful gifts. You 
can also make an impact by purchasing from companies that create their products in responsible, 
ethical ways.  

• Spend Joyously – When we are spending wisely and when we are spending purposefully, it frees us 
to spend joyously! Enjoy the peace that comes when you aren’t burdened with debt and the 
pressure to compete. We know life is so much more than an abundance of possessions.     

PRAY: Ask God to help you make wise choices this Advent season so you don’t miss it in a flurry of stress 
and spending. Ask Him to help your family experience the presence of Jesus.  

	


