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COMMUNITY  NETWORKS
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CAMPUS  UPDATES

L I N C O L N  PA R K  
/  O L D  T O W N

L I N C O L N  S Q U A R E

C A R I L L O N

Lincoln Park |Old Town, COMMUNITY’s newest location, had its very best year in 2016 
and helped immensely in advancing the ONE Initiative. Our Lincoln Park | Old Town 
location continues to expand its reach seeing record attendance at celebration services 
and in small groups with fifteen people saying “yes” to Jesus and being baptized. Our 
restorative efforts have also grown as we doubled the number of people serving in our 
partnership with the

“Night Ministry” where small groups serve 100 homeless people a warm dinner 2-3 
times per month. We are reproducing the mission through Matt and Lauren Solie who are 
completing a leadership residency and will plant a brand-new church in the Ukrainian 
Village of Chicago in 2017. It was great to see our newest location doing so much in 
2016 to help people find their way back to God!

COMMUNITY’s Lincoln Square location took big strides forward in their neighborhood as 
well as joining forces with our other locations to advance the ONE Initiative. With more 
people than ever attending celebration services, participating in small groups and serving 
on teams; we saw our outreach to others increase significantly. We also strengthened our 
restoration efforts through our strategic neighborhood partnerships that led the executive 
director of the Lincoln Square Chamber of Commerce to say, “Anytime we need volunteers, 
we always turn to Community Christian Church!” The dream we had when we started a 
COMMUNITY location in Lincoln Square is being realized as they are doing a great work 
of helping people find their way back to God.

Our Carillon location had a banner year in 2016 and was a big reason for COMMUNITY’s 
ONE Initiative getting a successful start. Carillon saw unprecedented growth in both 
attendance and generosity and they led the way in all-church events like ONE Passport 
Sunday, had the most volunteers for the Leadership Summit and went above and beyond in 
fundraising for the Student Community Golf Tournament. Our active adults were consistently 
serving locally at Isaac Singleton Elementary School in Joliet by mentoring students and also 
globally through a mission trip to Haiti. Finally, our Carillon location paved the way for 
potential future locations, as Gene Kipeura served as a leadership resident in 2016. We 
are grateful for the passion of our Carillon folks and all they do for the Jesus Mission through 
COMMUNITY.



L E M O N T

A U R O R A

N A P E R V I L L E 
Y E L L O W  B O X

M O N T G O M E RY

In 2016 COMMUNITY’s Lemont location continued to impact their local community 
and contribute to the ONE Initiative. The growth in small groups, Student Community, 
Kids’ City and the arts team was exciting to see. Since the launch of our Lemont 
location, we have seen more than 100 people baptized and 19 of them were new 
to the Lemont location this year! The growing passion for the under-resourced was a 
high point as we assembled a team of people committed to meeting the needs of the 
hurting and less fortunate. COMMUNITY’s mission of helping people find their way 
back to God was in full force in Lemont in 2016.

2016 was a very good year for COMMUNITY’s Aurora location as we rallied around 
the ONE Initiative. As a result of ONE, we changed our name from “East Aurora” to 
“Aurora” to better express our commitment to reach the whole city of Aurora. To back 
up that commitment, we added an English-only service to go with our bilingual service. 
With the anticipated increase of more people, we are continuing renovations to our 
new space in downtown Aurora that will provide better visibility and accessibility. Our 
commitment to restorative efforts also increased as we started monthly “Serve Days” as a 
way to contribute outside the walls of our building through partnerships in our community. 
Our Aurora location once again showed its passion to reach, restore and reproduce the 
Jesus Mission which is so important to COMMUNITY.

COMMUNITY’s Naperville Yellow Box location had another year of growth and 
generosity as it advanced the ONE Initiative in 2016! The Naperville Yellow Box saw 
growth in attendance, participants in small groups, leaders and apprentice leaders. 
It also saw the most people find their way back to God of any of our locations with 
225 people going public with their faith in baptism. We used the Naperville Yellow 
Box facility to serve and reach out to the surrounding neighborhood and region 
through concerts, book signings, musicals, conferences, and much more! In all, the 
Naperville Yellow Box location set the pace in 2016 for COMMUNITY’s effort to 
help people find their way back to God.

Our Montgomery location of COMMUNITY continued its faithful focus on the ONE Initiative 
in 2016. We reached out to the community in creative ways through our community Easter 
Egg Hunt that had more than 2,000 participants. Our outreach efforts resulted in 21 
people going public with their faith and being baptized. We helped bring restoration to 
hurting neighbors by collecting over 500 items for our partnership with the Kendall County 
Food Pantry. We reproduced the mission by investing in Dan and Kim Litwiller who served 
as leadership residents in 2016 and will be moving to Baltimore to plant a new church 
next year. 2016 was a very good year for COMMUNITY and our Montgomery location 
was a big reason why!



N A P E R V I L L E 
D O W N T O W N

In 2016 COMMUNITY’s Naperville Downtown location continued its two-pronged focus 
on generosity and college students and in so doing contributed to the ONE Initiative. Its 
investment in college students was evident with the large group monthly lunches, partnering

with North Central College Chamber Singers and providing “finals survival bags” all of 
which resulted in students connecting in small groups, serving in Kids’ City and in the arts. 
Additionally, we were able to build relationships with several international students who 
are excited to return to their home countries with a vision to help people find their way 
back to God. It was a very good year for COMMUNITY and our Naperville Downtown 
location was once again a significant contributor!

P L A I N F I E L D

The Plainfield location is one of the real highlights for COMMUNITY in 2016 and a 
significant beneficiary of the ONE Initiative. September 18 was a memorable day in 
the history of COMMUNITY as we moved into our brand-new Plainfield facility and 
welcomed nearly 2,000 people for the grand opening! Since then we have seen a 
remarkable response with hundreds of new attenders celebrating weekly, connecting 
in small groups and contributing on a team. In addition, there are two new community 
partnerships that will utilize 45,000 square feet of our new facility to serve Plainfield: 
Your Performing Arts Center (YPAC) and a recreational partner who will be signing on 
in 2017. As we look over our shoulder at 2016, our work together through the ONE 
Initiative made a huge difference in and through the lives of people of Plainfield and 
is one of the biggest stories this year for COMMUNITY!

Y O R K V I L L E

Our Yorkville location had an amazing 10th year as a part of COMMUNITY and was 
a huge contributor to the ONE Initiative in 2016. This amazing group of Christ followers 
made God number one and as a result, saw more people find their way back to God by 
being baptized, more people celebrating at our celebration services, more kids, students 
and adults connected into small groups and more people contributing on teams and in 
giving than ever before! On top of all that, our Yorkville location launched a mentoring 
program at Yorkville’s Autumn Creek Elementary School allowing us to make a difference 
in the lives of kids who live in under- resourced conditions. Our COMMUNITY attenders 
in Yorkville are great at loving and we love the difference we are making through them!

F U T U R E  L O C AT I O N  //  D O W N E R S  G R O V E

Downers Grove is a wonderful community that is often listed among the best places to live 
and raise children in the Chicago area. Sadly, we know that fewer than 1 in 5 people 
living in Downers Grove are actively involved in a church. And while close to 50,000 
people reside in Downers Grove, there are only a handful of churches that are intentionally 
focused on helping people find their way back to God. With close to 150 families currently 
attending a COMMUNITY location who live within a few miles of Downers Grove, we believe 
COMMUNITY is uniquely positioned to impact this area. Through the ONE Initiative, and our 
Multiplier Fund, we will continue to set aside significant funds to aid in the launch this and future 
locations. This launch is only possible with our entire church family coming together as ONE. 
Please be praying about your involvement as we move this initiative forward in the coming 
months.




