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SERIES BIG IDEA
As ONE church with ONE vision, we will accomplish the 
ONE mission together.

THIS WEEK’S BIG IDEA
When God is number ONE in our lives, we will 
accomplish the ONE mission together.

ICE BREAKER
Share with the group a time when you experienced a 
truly rare opportunity.  

INTRODUCTION
Our primary goal for the ONE initiative is that every 
person at COMMUNITY would make God ONE as we 
unite as ONE church with ONE vision to accomplish the 
ONE mission together. Most of us would say we want 
God to be number ONE in our lives, but we have a hard 
time living that out. So let’s explore how we can take 
another step in making God number ONE. 

VIDEO
Visit communitychristian.org/one to watch the week two 
video.

READ MARK 10:17- 22 (NIV)  
17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and 
fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, 
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 “Why do you 
call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—
except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You 
shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall 
not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not 
defraud, honor your father and mother.’” 20 “Teacher,” 
he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” 21 
Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” 
he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow me.” 22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away 
sad, because he had great wealth.

QUESTION 1
How would you describe the way this man approached 
Jesus?

QUESTION 2
Jesus tells him to sell all he had and give it to the poor. 
How do you think you would have responded?

QUESTION 3
Verse 21 says Jesus looked at him and loved him. Why 
do you think Mark includes this detail?

QUESTION 4
Jesus references the Ten Commandments, but only 
those commands that address human relationships. He 
doesn’t mention the commands that speak directly to 
making God number ONE in our lives. Why do you think 
Jesus omits those commands?

Jesus doesn’t give this command (sell all your 
possessions) to everyone. There isn’t a general 
command in the Sermon on the Mount or in any of 
the rest of Jesus’ teaching that says owning stuff is 
wrong. But he gives this command to the rich young 
ruler because he recognizes that money is the one thing 
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in this man’s life that stands in the way of God being 
number ONE. Money was his idol, his alternative god, 
the thing that stood between him and full devotion to 
Jesus. 

QUESTION 5
What is one alternative god that competes for your full 
devotion to God? 

QUESTION 6
Jesus had a lot to say about money and possessions. 
In Matthew 6:24, Jesus says, “No one can serve two 
masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, 
or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve both God and money.” What do you 
think about the statement Jesus makes? 

QUESTION 7
Why do you think there is such tension between serving 
God and serving money? 

QUESTION 8
The young man in the story was doing a lot of good and 
he may have thought to himself, “I’m doing enough,” 
but he was missing out on following Jesus. In a similar 
way, we may think to ourselves, “I’m doing enough,” 
but we could be missing out on an amazing journey 
God wants us to experience. With that in mind, are you 
serving and giving and following God in a way that is 
changing you and growing your relationship with Jesus? 
Explain.

CONCLUSION
The young man in this story was doing a lot of good, but 
despite all of the ways he was serving God, he missed 
the opportunity to do what was best. We may experience 
a similar struggle. We may engage in a lot of good church 
activities and spiritual discipline, but let’s ask ourselves 
this question, “Am I really making God number ONE? 
Am I giving and serving in a way that still changes me?” 
Over the next three weeks will you ask God this question: 
“What does it mean for me to put you first? What does 
it mean to make you number ONE?” If we sincerely ask 
God that question, we can have confidence that he will 
show us, and we can trust him.


