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SESSION 3 - HOW CAN A GOOD GOD ALLOW EVIL AND SUFFERING?

SERIES BIG IDEA
Even when facing big questions that don’t have easy answers, we can find solid reasons to move forward in faith, 
believing that the message of Christianity is true.

MESSAGE BIG IDEA
While God does not provide the reason for each experience of pain, through Jesus he does provide a way to face suffering 
with hope and courage rather than bitterness and despair. 

SCRIPTURE
Matthew 27:46, Revelation 21:1-4

ICEBREAKER AND OPENING THOUGHTS
1.	 What bones, if any, have you broken? 
2.	 This week we are wrestling with the difficult question of why a good God would allow suffering in his world. Who do 

you talk to about difficult questions like this?
3.	 In what ways have you wrestled with this question of suffering in our world?  
4.	 What has been helpful/unhelpful to you when considering this question?

BIBLE DISCUSSION
5.	 Read Revelation 21:1-4. What words or phrases stand out to you? Why?
6.	 Why do you think God still allows suffering to exist, even though his plan is to do away with pain and the “old order of 

things?”
7.	 Read Matthew 27:46. The Bible doesn’t give us a simple answer to our questions about suffering. How does the 

suffering of Jesus make a difference in this conversation?

LIFE APPLICATION
8.	 Think back to a time of suffering. How has that experience changed your life? How would your life be different if you 

hadn’t undergone that suffering? 
9.	 In what ways can we find comfort in Jesus in our current pain and suffering?
10.	 The next time you know someone who is experiencing suffering, how could you come alongside them?

CHALLENGE
Close the group by encouraging the group to think about how they might be prepared to bring encouragement to those 
they meet this week who are experiencing suffering. You may choose to end by sharing the quote by John Stott in the 
leader’s guide. Finish by praying for God’s presence to be known when we suffer, and that we might learn to put our hope 
in God’s ability to redeem our pain. 


