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DISCUSSION GUIDE /  SESSION # - TITLE

LEADER’S

GUIDE

SERIES BIG IDEA
Even when facing big questions that don’t have easy answers, we can find solid reasons to move forward in faith, believing 
that the message of Christianity is true.

MESSAGE BIG IDEA
While God does not provide the reason for each experience of pain, through Jesus he does provide a way to face suffering 
with hope and courage rather than bitterness and despair. 

SCRIPTURE
Matthew 27:46, Revelation 21:1-4

ICEBREAKER AND OPENING THOUGHTS
These questions will get your group thinking about some ways they have experienced pain. Get the group talking about the 
ways they have struggled and wrestled with this question. Be aware that the people in the group will relate to this question 
in various ways. Some may quickly offer traditional Christian answers to this question, while others may be unconvinced by 
these, or may feel the sting of this question more profoundly than others. Try to be sensitive to everyone’s story and sense 
of suffering.  

BIBLE DISCUSSION
Use these questions to get the group thinking about the text. How is this vision of the future similar or dissimilar to our 
experience of reality today? Don’t expect to resolve this question for people in the group. Let them sit with the tension and 
difficulty of this larger question. The Bible doesn’t offer any easy answer to this, yet we do worship a God who has entered 
into our suffering and taken it on himself and overcame it through resurrection. These questions will get people thinking 
about the difference that death and resurrection make when we experience suffering today. 

LIFE APPLICATION
Help the group think through how God can redeem our tragedies. Death didn’t have the last word in the story of Jesus, and 
it doesn’t have to have the last word in your life either. This quote from John Stott may prove to be inspiring to you and/or 
your group if you choose to share it:

“I could never myself believe in God if it were not for the cross. In the real world of pain, how could one worship a God who 
was immune to it? In my imagination, I have [often] turned to that lonely, twisted figure on the cross, nails through hands 
and feet, back lacerated, limbs wrenched, brow bleeding from thorn-pricks, mouth dry and intolerably thirsty, plunged in 
Godforsaken darkness. That is the God for me! He laid aside his immunity to pain. He entered our world of flesh and blood, 
tears and death. He suffered for us. Our sufferings become more manageable in the light of his. There is still a question 
mark against human suffering, but over it we boldly stamp another mark, the cross that symbolizes divine suffering. The 
cross is God’s only self-justification in such a world as ours.”

SESSION 3 - HOW CAN A GOOD GOD ALLOW EVIL AND SUFFERING?


