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BIG IDEA LEADER’S GUIDE 

BIG IDEA
Jesus invites us to an eternal life that starts right now.

SCRIPTURE
Mark 1:14-20, Mark 2:13-14

ICEBREAKER AND OPENING THOUGHT
This is designed to get your group talking and open things up some. The opening thought is to help 
ease into the topic of the day and allow people to start thinking.
 

BIBLE DISCUSSION
Sometimes it helps to read the Scripture in a couple of different translations if there are lots of questions 
about the reading. Remind your group that there are no right or wrong answers in this area; we are 
looking for people’s genuine thoughts, not a “correct” answer.

LIFE APPLICATION 
Apprenticeship and discipleship are complex matters that have beguiled and intrigued Christians for 
centuries. We don’t always have great answers for what makes a good disciple besides the deceptively 
simple – prayer, faithfulness, study, humility, etc.… These are the types of things that you can say in 
seconds but never master.

When we embark on a lifetime of apprenticeship to Jesus – it’s important to remember that we are 
responding to an invitation. Invitations can take a lot of forms, but this one is continual – a calling. 

 Release - is to truly follow Jesus. An apprentice needs to let go of their life and the old ways 
they’ve lived. Release is the beginning of becoming an apprentice of Jesus. 

 Reorient - an apprentice of Jesus reorients his or her life around Jesus. It’s similar to how we 
might arrange a room in our house around a focal point; in our lives, Jesus becomes the focal 
point, and every other part of our lives is framed around and towards him.

 Respond - We can attend church services, nod in agreement, and maybe even say a prayer to 
release and reorient, but what Jesus calls his apprentices to do is to respond in our daily lives – 
in every situation, encounter, and opportunity – as Jesus would respond.

Ultimately the goal is for each of us to accept Jesus’ invitation and lean into that invitation for our entire 
lives.

CHALLENGE 
The challenge today is to accept the invitation that Jesus extends. This isn’t a one-time invitation, but a 
continual call to Release, Reorient, and Respond to living as Christ lived. Accepting the invitation helps 
us to remember that we will be cycling through these three steps our entire lives. 

SERIES - THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING Week 2 - The Invitation of Jesus


