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SMALL GROUP LEADER’S GUIDE

MESSAGE BIG IDEA
Christ is in you, so love in Christ.

SCRIPTURE
Colossians 3:15-4:1, 4:2-6, Matthew 22:34-40, John 13:35 

POINTS TO KEEP IN MIND

1. Help your group think through the power they have. Some examples of power include positional power (do you 
have a position that gives you power?), personal power (do you have a natural influence with people?), God 
factor power (are you seen as a leader within the church or do you have influence because of your knowledge?), 
and relational power (how do your relationships with others give you influence with others?). We may not be 
accustomed to thinking of ourselves as “having power,” but we all do, and we are dangerous when we don’t 
recognize it for what it is.

[Power] is what enables us to make things happen or not. In this sense, everyone has power, but we do not all 
have it to the same degree. Power as influence is always relative to our resources. One of the most important 
self-examinations we can do is name our sources of power, for we are most at risk of ethical misconduct when 
we minimize or ignore our power. – Richard Gula ( Peter Scazerro, The Emotionally Healthy Leader: How transforming your inner 
life will deeply transform your church, team, and world (Grand Rapids: Zondervan), 242.)

2. When we talk about loving others, don’t confuse love with “just being nice.” Love supports, challenges, and 
pours itself out for the development of others. It’s not always easy to say how we can best love a person or a 
people group. We have to approach it with wisdom and a willingness to learn before we jump to quick action.

3. The following material was taken from a recent post by pastor, and author Tim Keller sheds light on what it 
means to love and practice justice: “The Bible depicts the human world as a profoundly inter-related community. 
So the godly must live in such a way that the community is strengthened. Old Testament scholar, Bruce Waltke 
puts all the teaching on “the righteous” in the book of Proverbs into a concise and practical principle: ‘The 
righteous (saddiq) are willing to disadvantage themselves to advantage the community; the wicked are willing 
to disadvantage the community to advantage themselves.’” ( https://quarterly.gospelinlife.com/a-biblical-critique-of-secular-
justice-and-critical-theory/?fbclid=IwAR2F_5uxL26hfqX_EOgGFYF5IV9MeiYuXErpVYvQ_oDWQgg2vNcj6sLyclQ)

4. Paul’s code can be shocking to us since he is writing to a community that included families with slaves living 
as a part of their household. We may wonder why Paul didn’t speak against that. That’s a good question, and 
it is worthy of further exploration. For now, let’s point out that Paul’s household code was a significant step 
forward in his day. He gives women, children, and slaves respect, and he challenges the men to serve their 
families. He also gives instruction to Masters in how they treat their slaves. His instruction is surprising because 
he challenges those with power and influence to serve those who are disempowered. Take a few moments 
and take stock of your power and influence. Where We’ve included some commentary on Colossians to help 
navigate conversations around the household code material.

COMMENTARY ON COLOSSIANS
The following commentary may be helpful as you navigate this text in your small group. What is being suggested 
is that Paul is offering practical advice to real people in real situations. Paul is not offering up a manifesto on social 
ethics. He is writing to a church, giving them some practical advice. What can be seen in this passage and others, 
that while the New Testament doesn’t overtly flip slavery on its head, it does contain the seeds of an entirely 
reimagined social ethic that we aspire to today.
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What Paul is offering in this passage is a very brief Highway Code for household relationships. It is remarkable for 
several reasons. Perhaps the first is that he doesn’t just tell wives, children, and slaves how to behave (as many pagan 
moralists of his day would have done). Their duties are balanced by the corresponding duties of husbands, parents 
and masters. This is every bit as revolutionary as what people today often wish he had said—for instance, that all 
slaves should be freed at once (which was unthinkable in his day, where slaves did much of the work done today by 
gas, electricity and the internal combustion engine). Rather than dreaming of impossible freedoms, he prefers to offer 
practical guidelines.

His command to wives has come in for particular criticism. In many translations, the keyword comes out as ‘submit’, 
and this conjures up in many people’s imaginations the image of a downtrodden woman, the victim of her husband’s 
every whim, unable to be herself, to think her own thoughts, to make a grown-up contribution to the relationship. 
The fact that there are still one or two places in the world where women are treated like that is enough to make some 
people suggest that this is what Paul intended.

Nothing could be further from the truth, as his parallel command to husbands indicates. Indeed, Paul’s own fellow-
workers included women, and married couples, where it appears that the women were, in our phrase, ‘people in 
their own right’ rather than shadowy figures screened from view by a bossy husband. At the same time, Paul is quite 
clear that, in the mutuality of respect and love that makes a marriage what it should be, the roles are reciprocal, not 
identical. It would take a longer section than this one to explore why that is so, or how the differences on either side of 
the reciprocal relationship should best be worked out in different circumstances or with different people. But these are 
only, after all, brief guidelines. Paul must have intended his audience to work out the details for themselves, and it’s no 
bad thing if we do so as well. 

(Tom Wright, Paul for Everyone: The Prison Letters: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon (London: Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, 2004), 186–187.)

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS
1.     Where do you see God at work in your life right now?
2.     What next steps do you feel called to take in your faith journey?
3.     Have you considered getting baptized? communitychristian.org/baptism
4.     Who have you been able to BLESS?


