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Small Group Leader Guide 

Message Big Idea
What changed when Jesus came? The lonely found belonging.

Scripture
John 4:1-42

Points to Keep In Mind

1. In those days, hostility reigned between the Jewish people and Samaritans. They didn’t associate with each 
other. And culturally, a man would never even acknowledge a woman’s presence in public, much less speak 
to her. Jesus engaging her in a conversation could easily have been interpreted as him flirting with her, which 
crossed all the boundaries of Jewish piety.

2. Now there are different views of what that means. Many scholars think it reveals the woman’s scandalous 
history, which might explain why the other women in the town don’t want to be seen with her. Some scholars 
believe it could also mean that the woman has been widowed five times over. If this was the case, it could be 
her grief that led her to pull away in isolation.

3. The way this passage ends is worth reflecting on. Here is a woman who had been a social outcast who was 
utterly alone a matter of an hour or so before. Every day she carried around the baggage of her past and made 
sure she went to the well at a time of day when there would be no one around to shame or stare. But now, she 
becomes the first person to carry the good news about Jesus to the Samaritan people! She testifies that he is 
the Messiah! And when they come to see Jesus for themselves, the people join her in declaring that he is the 
Savior of the world!

4. We can all invite people to “come and see” by inviting people to church, our small group, or other events and 
programs that introduce people to Jesus and our community. Another step some in the group may be ready to 
take is exploring leadership and learning how to create spaces of belonging for Adults, Kids, and Students. 

Additional Questions
1. Where do you see God at work in your life right now?
2. What next steps do you feel called to take in your faith journey? Visit communitychristian.info
3. Have you considered getting baptized? Visit communitychristian.info
4. Whom have you been able to B.L.E.S.S.? Ask your small group leader about the B.L.E.S.S. Practices
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