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Small Group Leader Guide 

Message Big Idea
The world needs Jesus. Therefore, the world needs people on mission who are deeply formed in the image of Christ.

Scripture
John 20:19-22, Matthew 9:1-6, 10-17 

Points to Keep in Mind
1. The opening questions are designed to get people to start thinking about their own ideas about living on 

mission. Some may have a clear idea of what this means, while others might be thinking about it for the very first 
time. This guide presents a very simple strategy for the whole church to live on mission.

2. Notice Jesus sends out the disciples to do what he has been doing all along. They are to announce the kingdom 
of God, drive out demons, and heal the sick. Jesus also tells the disciples to give the crowd something to eat. 
When they are not sure what to do, Jesus provides. Jesus seems to be saying here that he has sent his disciples 
out to do a seemingly impossible task, but if they will trust in him, there will always be provision for those who 
follow him. 

Some everyday examples of the power of “going” to make us ready would be: A surgeon can read about a 
procedure, but until they’ve performed it they don’t know how to do it. Or how about a parent who has gone to all 
the classes and read the book, but until you are responsible for a child, you don’t learn to parent until you start doing 
it. It’s the same with following Jesus. Until we step out of our comfort zones into the work Jesus wants us to do, we 
won’t experience the life Jesus calls us to live. It’s one thing to talk, memorize, or study Scripture; it’s another thing to 
live the Scripture.  

3. Help the group think through all the places they go throughout their day. Who are their neighbors? Encourage 
them to think about five people they would like to B.L.E.S.S.? Be specific? Maybe it’s the waiter or waitress at 
your favorite restaurant, your neighbor across the street, or the teacher across the hall. We all interact with so 
many people every day; what if you changed the way you went about your day to include prayerfully engage 
those people with the Jesus mission in mind?  

Additional Questions and Quotes
1. Where do you see God at work in your life right now?
2. What next steps do you feel called to take in your faith journey?
3. Have you considered getting baptized? communitychristian.org/baptism/
4. “Instead of being deeply formed, we settle for being shallowly shaped.” -Rich Villodas
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