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Small Group Leader Guide 

Message Big Idea
God goes out of his way to make room for those who feel most excluded.

Scripture
Luke 2:1-20

Points and Resources from the Message

1. Advent means “coming.” It is a season of transition between what is and what will be. The characters we read 
about in the Christmas story were experiencing that transition. God was at work in their lives, and as we dig into 
their stories, we’ll find that God wants to work in our lives similarly.

2. “God throws open the door of this world—and enters as a baby. As the most vulnerable imaginable. Because 
He wants unimaginable intimacy with you. What religion ever had a god that wanted such intimacy with us that 
He came with such vulnerability to us? What God ever came so tender we could touch Him? So fragile that 
we could break Him? So vulnerable that His bare, beating heart could be hurt? Only the One who loves you to 
death.” -Ann Voskamp

3. “The birth of Jesus itself was of the humblest peasant parentage, in an unimportant town, and in the roughest 
of buildings. He made a career of rejecting marks of status or privilege: He loved lepers, washed the feet of 
his disciples, befriended little children, encouraged women to join his entourage, and, finally, submitted to 
crucifixion by a foreign power.” - Eugene Peterson  

4. “The fact that God sent a whole host of angels to the shepherds to announce the birth of Jesus tells us: ‘God 
goes out of his way to get in the way of those most excluded.’” -Danielle Strickland

Next Steps
1. Where do you see God at work in your life right now?
2. What next steps do you feel called to take in your faith journey?
3. Have you considered getting baptized? communitychristian.org/baptism
4. What are you learning from the Community Daily? communitychristian.org/daily 
5. If anyone in your small group is seeking professional counseling, you can always refer them to our resource 

page: communitychristian.org/mentalhealth
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