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Small Group Discussion Guide 

Big Idea 
Jesus calls ordinary people to join him and experience extraordinary things.

Scripture
Mark 1:1, Mark 1:16-20, and Philippians 3:7-8

Overview
In our new series, we will look at real-life encounters that people had with Jesus as documented in the book of 
Mark. Our prayer is that you’ll encounter Jesus in a personal way as we study this book together.

Opening Questions
Baseball spring training has begun! If you are a fan, who’s your team, and which player are you most excited to 
watch this season?

If you were chosen to teach a class on one thing, what would it be and why?

Bible Discussion
1.	 Do	a	little	research	on	the	book	of	Mark	together.	Who	wrote	it,	and	when?	Share	your	findings	by	highlighting	

any unique features using your Bible, Bible app, or Google.

2. Read Mark 1:1. What does this opening verse of Mark tell us about Jesus? How does Mark’s introduction 
differ	from	the	other	Gospels	of	Matthew,	Luke,	and	John?	How	are	they	the	same?

3. Read Mark 1:16-20. What part of this remarkable story impacts you the most and why? What lessons can we 
learn from how the disciples respond?

4.	 Read	Philippians	3:7-8.	What	is	Paul’s	main	point	in	this	passage?	How	can	this	perspective	influence	our	
priorities today?

Life Application
5. Mark 1:16-20 is a story about ordinary people drafted by an extraordinary God. Have you ever felt 

unqualified?	How	does	it	make	you	feel	to	consider	Jesus	is	calling	you	to	follow	him,	just	like	his	disciples?

6.	 How	would	you	have	responded	if	you	had	been	there	fishing	with	Simon,	Andrew,	James,	and	John?	How	
do you respond today to Jesus’ “Come, follow me” invitation?

7. Have you been baptized? If so, what inspired you to take that step? If not, would you consider getting 
baptized? If you have yet to take your faith public through baptism, consider attending one of our monthly 
online	baptism	classes	to	learn	more!	(communitychristian.org/baptism)	Let’s	thank	God	together	for	the	
opportunity to say yes to following Him and shine our light in this dark world!
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